
Reva Resstack

reva.resstack@american.edu | reva-resstack.com
Washington, D.C.

EDUCATION

American University 2022 –
Ph.D., Economics
Certificates in Gender Analysis in Economics, Latin American Politics and Migration Studies

Tulane University 2014 – 2018
B.S., Economics and International Development

CURRENT AFFILIATIONS

Research Fellow, Research on International Policy Implementation Lab 2026 –
Research Affiliate, Center for Latin American and Latino Studies 2022 –
Research Affiliate, Program on Gender Analysis in Economics 2022 –

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Labor Economics, Development Economics, Economics of Migration, Political Economy

WORKS IN PROGRESS

When Crime Falls but Repression Rises: Migration Responses to Competing Risks

Migration Shocks and Informal Labor: Gendered Evidence from Post-Pandemic Peru

Household Economics of Immigration Detention: Evidence from U.S. Bond Issuances

When Women Wait: Intrahousehold Migration Decisions of Tied-Movers

Shared Moments, Shifting Beliefs: Evidence from Colombia’s Lost Children

DATASETS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN

Global Refugee Work Rights Dataset, Scorecards, and Map (with Thomas Ginn). Center for Global Develop-
ment, 2022. Available at refugeeworkrights.org.

Global Skill Partnerships Dataset and Portal (with Helen Dempster, Ismael Gálvez Iniesta, and Cassandra
Zimmer). Center for Global Development, 2021. Available at gsp.cgdev.org (covered by World Bank Blog).

Central America Monitor: El Salvador (with Adriana Beltrán and Austin Robles). Washington Office on Latin
America (WOLA), 2020. Available at wola.org/cam/el-salvador/.

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Research on International Policy Implementation Lab (RIPIL) Washington, DC
Research Fellow for Dr. Susanna Campbell January 2026 - present

· Write journal articles and manage relationship with the Pan-African Collective for Evidence (PACE)

American University Washington, DC
Research Assistant for Dr. Mieke Meurs February 2025 - March 2025

· Led econometric methodology of Heckman selection model in response to an R&R

mailto:reva.resstack@american.edu
https://rresstack.github.io/
https://refugeeworkrights.org/scorecard/
https://gsp.cgdev.org
https://www.wola.org/cam/el-salvador/


Center for Global Development Washington, DC
Research Consultant for Dr. Thomas Ginn August 2023 - July 2024

· Data analysis of de facto labor rights and the World Bank’s Window for Host Communities and Refugees

School of International Service Washington, DC
Research Assistant for Dr. Austin Davis March 2023 - May 2023

· Research assistance for entrepreneurial mindset training interventions, incl. an RCT (ID: AEARCTR-0011013)

World Bank Washington, DC
Research Consultant for Poverty and Equity Group January 2023 - February 2023

· Data collection and prioritization for Armenia Systematic Country Diagnostic

Washington Office on Latin America Washington, DC
Research Consultant for Dr. Elizabeth Kennedy December 2022 - January 2023

· Data collection and validation of human rights indicators in Honduras

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Washington, DC
Research Consultant with Dr. Cindy Huang August 2022 - January 2023

· Data collection to map global funding and gaps for refugee programming

Center for Global Development Washington, DC
Research Assistant for Dr. Michael Clemens and Dr. Thomas Ginn September 2020 - August 2022

· Research assistance for economics of labor migration, incl. an RCT (ID: AEARCTR-0009212)

Washington Office on Latin America Washington, DC
Research Fellow under Adriana Beltrán January 2020 - September 2020

· Research for the Central America Monitor on El Salvador

Payson Center for International Development New Orleans, LA
Research Assistant for Dr. Izabela Steflja December 2016 - May 2017

· Research assistance for Women as War Criminals, published by Stanford University Press

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

American University
SIS 731 - Economic Development (Adjunct Professor) Fall 2026, Spring 2026
ECON 100 - Macroeconomics (Adjunct Professor) Summer 2026
ECON 665 - Economic Experiments & Impact Evaluation (TA) Fall 2024
ECON 662 - Development Microeconomics (TA) Fall 2025
ECON 623 - Applied Econometrics (TA) Spring 2026
ECON 584 - Microeconomic Theory (TA) Summer 2026
ECON 374 - Gender Economics (TA) Fall 2024, Spring 2024
ECON 373 - Labor Economics (TA) Spring 2024, Spring 2023
ECON 361 - Economic Development (TA) Fall 2025, Spring 2025, Spring 2023
ECON 322 - Applied Econometrics (TA) Fall 2024, Spring 2024, Spring 2023, Fall 2023
ECON 200 - Microeconomics (TA) Spring 2025, Fall 2022
Greenberg Building Future Faculty Program (Participant) September 2023 - present
AEA Summer Training Program (Teaching Fellow) Summer 2026

Arizona State University
IAL 598 - Special Topics: Diplomacy Lab with U.S. Embassy in Nicaragua (TA) Fall 2026
IAL 598 - Special Topics: Decoding China (TA) Spring 2025
IAL 509 - Western Hemisphere (TA) Fall 2026, Spring 2026, Fall 2025, Spring 2025

https://www.socialscienceregistry.org/trials/11013
https://www.socialscienceregistry.org/trials/9212


CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS

2027: Scheduled: AEA/ASSA Annual Meeting

2026: Scheduled: APPAM Conference, SEA Annual Meeting, Universidad de los Andes, American University
Invited: PAA Annual Meeting, Washington Area Development Economics Symposium (WADES)

2025: Georgetown University, American University, Invited: Roma Tré University, University of College Dublin

2024: International Association for Feminist Economics (IAFFE)

2022: Universidad Gerardo Barrios

2021: Georgetown University, Bipartisan Policy Center

∗ Scheduled - the conference hasn’t yet happened, invited - accepted to the conference but unable to attend

GRANTS AND AWARDS

2026: CAS Graduate Student Research & Travel Grant

2025: Bergmann Fund Award for Gender Research

2024: Ingrid Rima Fellowship

2018: Payson Center Director’s Award

2017: WAVES Grant, Jean Danielson Memorial Scholarship, Feminist Camp Grant, Henkin Travel Scholarship

DISCUSSIONS AND PANEL WORKSHOPS

2026: LASA International Conference Panelist: session on “Resisting Authoritarianism in Central America”
(with Noelle Brigden, Jorge E. Cuéllar, Paula Cuellar Cuellar, Michael Paarlberg, Orlando Perez, Sonja Wolf)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AND MEMBERSHIP

Member : Southern Economic Association (SEA), Latin American Studies Association (LASA), Association
for Social Economics (ASE), International Association for Feminist Economics (IAFFE), Afghanistan Law &
Political Science Association (ALPA)

PUBLICATIONS SUPPORTED THROUGH RESEARCH ASSISTANCE

Clemens, Michael A., and Ethan G. Lewis. (2026). “The Effect of Low-Skill Immigration Restrictions on US
Firms and Workers: Evidence from a Randomized Lottery.” American Economic Journal: Applied Economics
18 (3): 43–82. DOI: 10.1257/app.20250049

Dempster, Helen, and Thomas Ginn. (2026). “The World Bank’s Window for Host Communities and Refugees:
Successes, Challenges, and the Way Forward.” Policy Paper 390. Washington, DC: Center for Global Devel-
opment.

Baseler, T., Ginn, T., Kasirye, I., Muya, B., and Zeitlin, A. (2025). “Cash and Small Business Groups for
Ugandans and Refugees.” Working Paper 716. Washington, DC: Center for Global Development.

Aksoy, Cevat Giroy and Thomas Ginn (2022). “Attitudes and Policies toward Refugees: Evidence from Low-
and Middle-Income Countries.” Policy Research Working Paper WPS 9985. Washington, DC: World Bank
Group.

https://doi.org/10.1257/app.20250049
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/world-banks-window-host-communities-and-refugees-successes-challenges-and-way-forward
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/cash-and-small-business-groups-ugandans-and-refugees
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/099736203242266938


POLICY PAPERS

Baseler, Travis, Thomas Ginn, Grace Han, Ibrahim Kasirye, Belinda Muya, Reva Resstack, and Andrew Zeitlin
(2024). “Chapter 3. Piloting,” in Designing a Randomized Controlled Trial on Livelihoods for Refugees and
Hosts: The Case of Re:Build in Kampala. CGD Note 356. Washington, DC: Center for Global Development.

Ginn, Thomas, and Resstack, Reva (2022). “2022 Global Refugee Work Rights Report.” Policy Research Paper.
Washington, DC: Center for Global Development, Refugees International, Asylum Access. Data available at
DOI: 10.7910/DVN/CKNNVT.

Dempster, H., Gálvez Iniesta, I., Resstack, R., and Zimmer, C. (2022). “Financing Legal Labor Migration
Pathways: From Pilot to Scale.” Policy Paper 261. Washington, DC: Center for Global Development.

Rose, S., Resstack, R., and Weinstein, J. (2021). “Addressing the Root Causes of Irregular Migration from
Central America: An Evidence Agenda for USAID.” Policy Paper 243. Washington DC: Center for Global
Development.

Clemens, M., Resstack, R., and Zimmer, C. (2020). “Harnessing Northern Triangle Migration for Mutual
Benefit.” Policy Brief, White House and the World series. Washington, DC: Center for Global Development.

RELEVANT COMMENTARY

“What Satellite Data Can (And Can’t) Tell Us About Climate-Affected Migration” (with Parth Khare and
Samuel Huckstep). CGD Blog 2022. Available here.

“Welcoming Refugees from Afghanistan and Ukraine is also an Economic Investment” (with Michael Clemens
and Cassandra Zimmer). CGD Blog 2022. Available here.

“How Evidence Can Help USAID Address Irregular Migration from the Northern Triangle” (with Sarah Rose).
CGD Blog 2021. Available here.

“The Biden Administration Must Do More to Support Survivors of Gender-Based Violence from the Northern
Triangle” (with Liesl Schnabel and Megan O’Donnell). CGD Blog 2021. Available here.

“We Analyzed 57 Legal Migration Pathways. Here’s What We Found.” (with Helen Dempster, Ismael Gálvez
Iniesta, and Cassandra Zimmer). CGD Blog 2021. Available here.

“The Relationship Between Migration and Development in El Salvador” (with Adriana Velásquez and Helen
Dempster). CGD Blog 2021. Available here.

“Work Visas to the US: How Do We Make Sure Women from the Northern Triangle Don’t Get Left Behind?”
(with Megan O’Donnell). CGD Blog 2021. Available here.

CONTINUED EDUCATION

University of California, Davis September 2023
Certificate in Economics of Migration from the Global Migration Center (hosted by Giovanni Peri)

Nova School of Business and Economics June 2022
Certificate in Field Experiment Design and Analysis (taught by David McKenzie)

Harvard University, Division of Continuing Education December 2021
Certificate in Real Analysis

MISCELLANEOUS

Programming: STATA, R, ArcGIS Pro, LATEX, Python (basic), Mathematica (basic)
Languages: English (native), Spanish (fluent)
Citizenship: United States

https://rebuild.rescue.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/Designing-Randomized-Controlled-Trial-livelihoods-refugees-and-hosts-case-rebuild.pdf
https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/CKNNVT
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/financing-legal-labor-migration-pathways-pilot-scale
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/addressing-root-causes-irregular-migration-central-america-evidence-agenda-usaid
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/harnessing-northern-triangle-migration-mutual-benefit
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/what-satellite-data-can-and-cant-tell-us-about-climate-affected-migration
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/welcoming-refugees-afghanistan-and-ukraine-also-economic-investment
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/how-evidence-can-help-usaid-address-irregular-migration-northern-triangle
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/biden-administration-must-do-more-support-survivors-gender-based-violence-northern-triangle
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/we-analyzed-57-legal-migration-pathways-heres-what-we-found
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/relationship-between-migration-and-development-el-salvador
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/work-visas-us-how-do-we-make-sure-women-northern-triangle-dont-get-left-behind

